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The object of this paper is to focus on demand-side

problems faced by LDCs in the face of the stringent

protectionism imposed by developed countries. De-

terminants of worldwide clothing demand are iden-

tified and recognition is made of some of the more

important factors which have in recent years played

their role in determining the pattern of world trade
in textiles and clothing.

1. INTRODUCTION

Exports are of great importance to less developed
countries (LDCs), for they bring desperately needed
foreign exchange needed to service accumulated for-
eign debts and to finance vital imports of foreign
technology. In its traditionally labour intensive
form, the clothing industry has been a relatively
easy industry to enter and has been considered to be
oned of the most hopeful roads to economic develop-
ment in LDCs. In fact the clothing industry was one of
the first manufacturing sectors in which the LDCs
achieved rapid export growth: more than twenty per
cent per annum between 1968 and 1978. By 1983 cloth-
ing accounted for more than twenty-one per cent of all
exports of manufactured goods from LDCs, compared
with only nine per cent of total world trade in manu-
factured goods. However further trade improvements
for LDCs will only be determined to the extent that
the protectionist policies of developed countries can
be circumvented.

The object of this paper is to focus on demand-side
problems faced by LDCs in the face of the stringent
protectionism imposed by developed countries. De-
terminants of worldwide clothing demand are iden-
tified and recognition is made of some of the more
important factors which have in recent years played
their role in determining the pattern of world trade
in textiles and clothing.

2. DETERMINANTS OF CLOTHING DEMAND

In western developed countries fashion has an im-
portant effect on the clothing market, particularly in
ladieswear. However, in spite of continual style
changes and rising incomes in these countries, growth
in clothing demand since the early part of this centu-
ry has, as pointed out by Keesing and Wolf [1980],
been "sluggish " in comparison with consumer de-
mand for manufacturing goods as a whole. This rela-
tively low growth in expenditure has been attributed
to a number of factors which include: the increased
durability of modern fabrics, more widespread use of
washing machines, the declining cost of clothing in
relation to other consumer goods and fashion shifting
towards more utilitarian clothes. De La Torre [1984]
noted the low growth in demand since the 1970's and
blamed the low population growth rate, low income
elasticity of demand for clothing and the worldwide
depression after the first energy crisis in 1973.

For LDCs attempting to improve export perfor-
mance a number of problems may arise when trying to
attain the high levels of quality expected in many
Western markets. Skilled labour and effective man-
agement are necessary prerequisites for high quality
output; both are scarce in LDCs. In addition, rapidly
changing fashions in the developed countries have

‘put pressure on LDC producers to be in constant con-

tact with their distant foreign markets, in order that
the necessary technical adjustments for style changes
can be instigated as quickly as possible. Over the
last decade there has been an obvious tendency for
manufacturers in developed countries to produce more
frequent style changes (with shorter runs). This has
compounded the difficulties faced by LDC competi-
tors, whose only advantage seems to be lower produc-
tion costs.

A problem which is currently faced by clothening
manufacturers worldwide is the marked increase in
concentration of the clothing retail sector i.e. there is
an increasing dominance by a small number of firms.
This has led to a reduction in the relative bargaining
power of producers, who may as a result be forced to
accept lower prices for their products or alternative-
ly be expected to produce, and make available at the
same price, garments to higher quality specifica-
tions.

Although the problems outlined above are impor-
tant in their own right, by far the biggest hurdle fac-
ing LDC textile and clothing producers in recent
years has been that of gaining access to the lucrative
markets of developed countries. Indeed there would
seem to be little point in being competitive if you are
not allowed to compete. The manner in which the
LDCs have been restrained, over the past few dec-
ades, from increasing their exports to developed
countries is outlined briefly below.
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Bu tebligin konusu sikt bir yerli sanayi politikas
giiden gelismis iilkeler karsisinda az geligmis iilke-
lerin karst kargiya olduklari taleple ilgili prob-
lemlere 151k tutmaktir.

1. GiRis

Ihracat az geligmis iilkeler icin hayati &nem
tagimaktadir, ciinkii gerekli olan yabanc: teknoloji
ithalinin finanse edilmesi ve birikmis olan dis
borglarin kargilanabilmesi iginde giddetle yabana
paraya ihtiyaglar1 vardir. Geleneksel emek yogun
sekliyle, giysi endiistrisi girigimi nispeten kolay bir
endiistri olmug ve bu az gelismis iilkelerdeki ekono-
mik geligme igin en {imit verici yollardan birisi ola-
rak diigliniilmiigtiir. Ashnda konfeksiyon endiistrisi,
az gelismig iilkelerin hizli ihracat biiyiimesinde
baganya ulagtiklan ilk iiretim sektbrlerinden birisi
olmugtur: 1968-1978 yillar1 arasinda her sene %20
den fazla artiy olmustur. 1983'lerde az geligmis
dlkelerin iirettigi toplam egya ihracatinin %21'ni
konfeksiyon mamulleri olugturuyordu. Halbuki bu
oran toplam diinya iiretilmiy egya ticareti
bakimindan %9 dur. Ancak hemen belirtelim ki az
geligmig iilkelerin ticarette daha fazla biiyiimeleri
sadece geligmig iilkelerin korumact poht:kalarmm
saptirilmasi dlgiisiine bagh olacaktir.

Bu tebligin konusu sik1 bir yerli sanayi politikas:
giiden geligmig iilkeler kargisinda az geligmis tilkele-
rin karsi karsiya olduklan taleple ilgili problem-
lere 11k tutmaktir.

2. GIYSt TALEBINI BELIRLEYENLER

Bati diinyasimn geligmis iilkelerindeki moda, giy-
si pazarlarinda, 6zellikle kadin giyiminde &nemli
bir etkiye sahiptir. Bununla birlikte bu iilkelerdeki
artan gelire ve siirekli moda degigimlerine kargin,
konfeksiyon talebindeki biiyiime, Wolf ve Keesing'in

R e S M B W e e B G e B R e e e T ]
TEKSTIL VE MAKINA YIL: 3 SAYL: 15 HAZIRAN 1989

de (1980} belirttigi gibi bu yiizyilin ilk baglarindan
beri bir biitiin olarak imalat egyalan tiiketici tale-
biyle kargilaghinldiginda durgunlagmighir. Harca-
malardaki bu goreceli az biiyiime bununla ilgili bir
dizi faktdrlere baglanmugtir.

Bunlar, modern kumaglarin artan mukavemeti,
camasir makinalarimin yaygin bir sekilde kul-
lanilmasi, kumagin diger tiketim egyalariyla olan
iligkisindeki maliyet azh@ ve moda degigimi ile
daha ¢ok fayda saglayan kumaglara yonelmelidir.
De La Torre [1984] 1970 lerden bu yana talepde
goriilen bu az biiyiimeye dikkati cekmis ve bunu diigiik
niifus artig oramina, kumasg talebindeki diigiik gelir
esnekligine ve ilk defa 1973 lerde ortaya gikan
diinya capindaki enerji krizine baglamugtir.

Az gelismig iilkeler, bir ¢ok bati pazarlarinda a-
ranan yiiksek kaliteyi elde etmeye ve ihracatlarini
gelistirmeye c¢abalarken bir dizi sorunlarla
kargilagabilirler. Yiiksek kalitedeki iiriin eldesi, uz-
man igilik ve etkili ydnetim gibi 6n sartlar yerine
getirilerek miimkiindiir. Bu sayilan nitelikler ise az
geligmig iilkelerde yoktur. Ayrica geligmig
iilkelerdeki hizli moda degigimi az geligmis iilkeler
lizerinde moda degigimleri icin gereken teknik ayar-
lamanin en kisa zamanda baglatilmas icin uzaktaki
yabanc1 pazarlarla daimi iligki kurma hususunda
bir baski unsuru olusturmuslardir. Son on seneden faz-
la bir siiredir, gelismis tilkelerde ki iireticilerde sik
sik degigen (kisa siireli) bir moda egilimi s6z konusu-
dur. Bu durumda, sadece daha diigiik iiretim maliyet-
lerine sahip olma iistiinliigli olan az geligmis iilke
(LDC) rekabetgilerinin kars1 kargiya bulunduklar
sorunlar artmustir.

Tiim diinyadaki giysi iireticilerinin, bugun yiizyiize
bulunduklari problemlerden birisi de perakende
sektdriindeki yogunlagmanin artigidir. Diger bir
deyigle az sayidaki firmanin artan bir hakimiyeti
vardir. Bu durum iiretici iilkelerin pazarhk giiciinde
bir indirime yol agmistir ki, sonug olarak bu iilkeler
iiretim icin daha diigiik fiyatlara raz1 edilebilirler
veya bagka bir sik olarak daha yiiksek kalite sevi-
yesinde hazir giyim iirlinlerini {iretmeleri ve ayn
fiyatta saglanabilir tutmalan beklenir.

Yukarida belirtilen sorunlar kendi agilarindan
Onemli olmasina kargin, az gelismis iilkelerin karg
kargiya bulunduklar: en biiyiik engel, son yillarda
geligmis iilkelerin kazanch olan pazarlarin1 elde
etme cabalam olmugtur. Ashinda rekabet edilmese
bile, yine de ufak bir rekabet havas:1 vardir. Gegen
on yil zarfinda geligsmis iilkelere artan ihracatlar-
dan dolay1 az geligmis iilkelerin (LDC) kisitlanma
bicimi agagida kisaca 6zetlenmisgtir.

3. ULUSLARARASI TEKSTIL VE KONFEKSIYON
TICARETININ KURALI

Tekstillerden ve konfeksiyondan sz eden, Cable
[1979]' nin ifade ettigi gibi,
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