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TRADITIONAL WOOD PRINTING APPLICATION ON COTTON FABRICS WITH NATURAL 
DYE: PURPLE ONION PEEL EXAMPLE 

 
ABSTRACT: Traditional woodblock printing art is an important branch of art that has developed by being shaped in different cultures 
in its own perspective. This art of printing, which is applied to textile surfaces under the name of block-printing in Anatolia, has gained 
a subjective identity with stylized motifs. The art of wood printing, which was applied with natural dyes in the past, has started to be 
performed with chemical dyes today with the discovery of synthetic dyes. On the other hand, the fact that the damage and destruction 
caused by chemical dyes to the environment is the subject of many studies today has brought the use of natural dyes to the agenda again. 
Today, in the literature review, the use of natural dyes in printing has been limited to ecological printing applications. Therefore, as a 
result of the literature research, traditional wood printing application with powder paint obtained from purple onion peel has rarely been 
reported, which shows the original value of the study. In the study, printing with natural dye was carried out for the re-application of 
wood printing art with powder paint obtained from purple onion peel. Within the scope of the study, the reapplication of woodblock 
printing using natural dyes while preserving traditional methods not only contributes to the preservation of cultural heritage but also 
supports an ecological approach to production. As a result of printing applications performed on cotton fabrics without a mordant and 
with four different mordants, color measurements of the fabric samples (K/S, CIE L*a*b*C* and h°), fastness tests, and SEM and SEM-
EDX analyses were carried out. Upon examining the obtained results, it was determined that the natural powdered dye produced from 
purple onion skins using the precipitation method can be used in woodblock printing applications. 
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